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s Women Leadership 
in Immuno-Oncology

Could you tell us about the work you 
are leading?

What made you passionate about 
going into the field?

What has surprised you about working 
in immuno-oncology?

What are your thoughts on encouraging 
young women to enter STEM?

Sheila Diamond, MS, CGC, implements scientific 
business development at Acorn AI, a Medidata 
company, and leads the Medidata Institute. Previously, 
she was the Director of Outreach and Sr Genetic 
Counselor of the Genomes2People Research Program 
at Brigham and Women’s Hospital. She received her 
Master of Science in Genetic Counseling degree from 
the Boston University School of Medicine. 

At Immuno-Oncology360°, Ms Diamond will be 
participating in a panel discussion on “How Can 

Within Acorn AI by Medidata, a Dassault Systèmes 
company, I lead scientific business development and 
the Medidata Institute, where I drive thought leadership 
and build relationships with life science partners to 
incorporate advances in data and technology into 
precision medicine research.

As a genetic counselor, I feel most gratified when 
I am part of a process that results in clinically 
actionable outcomes for patients and families. It 
has been incredibly rewarding to closely partner 
with patients and providers to effectively interpret 
the risks, benefits and limitations of genomic testing 
to inform health decisions. As rapid technological 
advances continue to increase in volume and improve 
the quality of health information, my passions 
expanded into incorporating both the business and 
technology sides of precision medicine.

The sheer volume of investigational drugs in 
development makes understanding how to best 
utilize immuno-oncologics both promising and 
challenging. Precision medicine will soon allow for 
immunotherapies to be utilized in both therapeutic and 
preventive paradigms. In particular, I look forward to 
seeing how personalized medicine will more accurately 
and efficiently identify those better served by the 
myriad of options available and in development.

There are historical barriers that continue to be broken 
down, and we need more women to enter the field 
as our perspectives are paramount to its success 
and advancement. I took a somewhat unorthodox 
career path into biotech as a genetic counselor who 
previously worked in the medical and academic 
settings. I have learned (1) to not be shy about what 
you know, (2) to embrace the dynamic nature of the 
field, and (3) that actively networking and sharing 
experiences catalyzes innovation.

Sheila Diamond, 
Acorn AI, a Medidata Company
on Genetic Counseling and 
Precision Medicine

Sites, Sponsors and Patients Work Together to 
Enable Optimal Oncology Drug Development?” 
For more information, visit www.IO360summit.com
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