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s Women Leadership 
in Immuno-Oncology

Could you tell us about the work you 
are leading?

What made you passionate about 
going into the field?

What has surprised you about working 
in immuno-oncology?

What are your thoughts on encouraging 
young women to enter STEM?

Sarah Warren, PhD, is the Senior Director, Translational 
Science at NanoString Technologies, Inc. Before joining 
NanoString, Dr Warren was the Founder and Director of 
Research of Oncofactor, an early stage drug discovery 
and development company. Dr Warren received her PhD 
in immunology from the University of Washington School 
of Medicine. 

At Immuno-Oncology360°, Dr Warren will be 
presenting on “Spatial Biology on the GeoMx 

I lead the Translational Sciences group at NanoString, 
where we serve as the bridge between the development 
teams and external users. We work with collaborators 
and customers to advance discovery and translational 
research in immuno-oncology and other disciplines 
to accelerate the development of new therapies and 
diagnostics. We leverage the two NanoString platforms, 
nCounter and GeoMx, to perform bulk and spatially 
resolved high plex molecular characterization of clinical 
tissues. Our work enables cutting-edge research, high-
impact publications, intellectual property creation and a 
robust ecosystem for precision medicine.

There is no question that there are thousands of 
cancer patients living today who would not have been 
without the help of immunotherapies, and it’s incredibly 
fulfilling to be a part of that revolution. I love working 
in the field of precision medicine because there is still 
so much work to do. Now that we have therapies that 
help a subset of patients, the challenge before us is 
to understand which patients will benefit from a given 
therapy and how we can race to develop the next 
therapeutic for the ones who are still waiting. This is the 
only way we have a hope of bringing immunotherapies 
to a broader segment of the population so that more 
patients can benefit.

I’m delighted by how willing everyone is to 
collaborate. We have had fantastic partnerships with 
academic investigators, pharma partners, nonprofit 
and government researchers, and other industry 
investigators working in basic research, drug and 
biomarker development, translational research, and 
clinical applications. Everyone has been generous with 
their time, knowledge, data, resources, and insight. We 
wouldn’t be able to make progress without this.

The industry needs women who bring their 
intelligence, their insight, their unique perspective 
to the challenges before us. When you have the 
opportunity - take those hard classes that give you 
the fundamentals of the science and the tools to 
do research no matter what discipline you go into. 
Never pass up an opportunity to get training in 
biostatistics, or computer programming, or study 
design. Finally, never underestimate the importance of 
communication: written, oral, and graphical. The more 
ways you can find to connect with your audience, 
the more chances you will have to get others excited 
about the same things you are excited about.

Sarah Warren, PhD
NanoString
on Cutting-Edge Immunotherapy

Platform – Unlocking the Next Dimension of IO 
Therapeutic Target and Biomarker Discovery.”  
For more information, visit www.IO360summit.com

http://www.IO360summit.com

