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s Women Leadership 
in Immuno-Oncology

Could you tell us about the work you 
are leading?

What made you passionate about 
going into the field?

What has surprised you about working 
in immuno-oncology?

What are your thoughts on encouraging 
young women to enter STEM?

Jacqueline Karmel is the Group Global Scientific 
Director and Chair of imCORE Executive Committee 
at Roche. imCORE is one of the largest industry and 
academic oncology partnerships with a global network 
of 27 leading scientific and clinical research centres for 
cancer immunotherapy.

Previously, Ms Karmel worked for as the oncology lead 
for Genentech Research and Early Development’s global 
operational strategy. In this role, she was responsible 
for identifying and enabling optimal clinical development 
opportunities globally for both small molecules and 

I lead imCORE Scientific Collaborations, which is 
an academic-industry network of institutions with 
experts in cancer immunotherapy. imCORE’s vision is 
to work collaboratively to advance and accelerate the 
understanding of cancer immunotherapy to ultimately 
benefit more patients. Roche funds this global 
collaboration and is one of the 27 institutions that 
make up the network.

Seeing the positive impact that cancer immunotherapy 
has had on many patients inspires us all to do 
everything we can to make this achievable for more 
cancer patients. Working with such amazing, driven 
scientists and clinicians, it’s obvious that applying 
collective minds and resources is what is needed to 
continue to move the needle in improving outcomes 
for more people with cancer. Every single day that we 
get to the answers quicker could potentially benefit 
so many patients and their families. It’s easy to be 
passionate about what I do!

What a great community the field has generated. 
Because the impact of the work that has been done 
so far is very tangible, the potential is very real, 
people are more willing to work in partnerships, break 
down barriers and are open to new ideas.

We have some great leaders in the field but women are 
still disproportionately underrepresented. When you meet 
these female leaders, it is easy to be inspired by them. 
I have been fortunate in my career to have worked with 
some incredibly inspiring women in the STEM field. In 
fact, one of these women, Priti Hegde, who has been 
an inspiration to me for many years will also be at the 
IO360 meeting. Many of the challenges that these women 
experienced in getting to where they are have been 
associated specifically with the fact that they are women. 
However, that determination to persevere and reach their 
goals makes them even more impressive. Many of these 
women have been and remain my role models. It would 
be great to provide more opportunities to hear their stories 
so that young women can see the potential of following 
this exciting and rewarding career path.

Jacqueline Karmel,
Roche
on Combining Academic and Industry
Networks to Fight Cancer

biologics, including the cancer immunotherapy 
molecule Tecentriq (atezolizumab).

At Immuno-Oncology360°, Ms Karmel will be co-
chairing Day 3. 

For more information, visit www.IO360summit.com

http://www.IO360summit.com

