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s Women Leadership 
in Immuno-Oncology

Could you tell us about the work you 
are leading?

What made you passionate about 
going into the field?

What has surprised you about working 
in immuno-oncology?

What are your thoughts on encouraging 
young women to enter STEM?

Anne Chew, PhD, is the Executive Deputy Director 
for the University of Pennsylvania Center for Cellular 
Immunotherapies and one of the co-founders of Tmunity, 
which focuses on the next generation of T-cell therapies. 
She is the head of all CCI operations. Previously, she 
was the Director, Translational Research Operations at 
the Hopsital of the University of Pennsylvania. 

Together with Novartis, Dr Chew played a pivotal role 
in preparing the UPenn CTL019 submission to the FDA 

I am currently Chief Operating and Strategic Officer for 
Penn Medicine’s Center for Cellular Immunotherapies (CCI) 
and Executive Deputy Director under Dr Carl June. In my 
role, I provide programmatic and operational leadership 
for the early translation and development of T cell therapy 
research. Directly heading CCI’s translational science, 
clinical operations and alliance management teams, I work 
with both academic and biotech partners to progress 
investigational candidates into clinical testing. In this role, 
I provide regulatory strategy and guidance to develop the 
preclinical and CMC/manufacturing data packages for 
investigational new drug applications and ensure clinical 
team readiness for trial initiation and conduct.

Attending a science and math magnet high school, 
and then subsequently majoring in biology in college, 
I always knew that I wanted to go into a science field, 
particularly one that was engaged in clinical research.  
I wanted very much to develop new safe and effective 
medicines to save people’s lives and make inroads 
in improving their health and quality of life. Being 
squeamish about blood, I knew that I wasn’t going to 
become a physician so I had to follow a different path 
to make an impact. So I pursued my PhD in human 
genetics to get training in the molecular basis of 
human disease.

I have been surprised at how much we can learn from 
every single patient that we treat in our first-in-human 
trials, even when there is no qualitative or quantitative 
response. Being able to do exploratory research 
from patient samples is very meaningful. Also, I have 
been surprised at how heterogeneous each final 
manufactured product can be, even knowing that we 
are developing autologous T cell therapies.

For young women entering STEM, I would like them 
to know that there are tremendous opportunities in 
science and technology, and having this foundational 
background provides the backdrop for a multitude 
of different career options. I would also advise that 
they don’t be intimidated by being the only “female 
in the room or at the table” in a male-dominated 
field, especially as they are rising in their careers and 
obtain more senior roles. They should be confident in 
knowing that they have equally earned their place and 
welcome any opportunity to demonstrate what they 
are capable of.

Anne Chew, PhD
University of Pennsylvania
on Her Work in Translational 
Cellular Immunotherapy

that was granted Breakthrough Designation. Dr Chew 
received her PhD in Genetics from the Yale University 
School of Medicine. 

During Cell & Gene Therapy Day at Immuno-
Oncology360°, Dr Chew will participate in a panel 
discussion about the “Evolution of Regulatory 
Policy For Cell/Gene Therapy.”   
For more information, visit www.IO360summit.com

http://www.IO360summit.com

