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s Women Leadership 
in Immuno-Oncology

Could you tell us about the work you 
are leading?

What made you passionate about 
going into the field?

What has surprised you about working 
in immuno-oncology?

What are your thoughts on encouraging 
young women to enter STEM?

Dr Stephanie Goff is an Associate Research Physician 
on the Surgery Branch of the National Cancer Institute. 
Her research interests and publications span adoptive 
cell therapy for solid tumor treatment and understanding 
success in patients with metastatic melanoma to 
investigate the strategy in patients with metastatic 
breast cancer. Her publications cover analysis of early 
checkpoint blockade trials and genetic modifications of 
T-cell receptors. 

Dr Goff received her MD from the University of South 
Florida in Tampa and trained in tumor immunology 

The Surgery Branch of the National Cancer Institute is 
building on decades of research using T-cells as a drug 
to treat metastatic cancer. It starts with the hypothesis 
that T-cells that know how to get to a tumor are the 
ones most likely to know how to “see” it. I’m a surgical 
oncologist, focusing on what we can learn about the 
T-cells in metastatic tumors. My specific project is in the 
exploration of T-cells from metastatic breast cancer.

Early in my training, I spent four years at the NCI 
watching miraculous things happen. Tumors would melt 
away, scans would become clean. There was (and is) an 
air of boundless curiosity and unrelenting determination 
to understand what else, what next is possible.

The speed with which treatments are evolving. The 
exponential growth of interest in the field has been 
remarkable.

We need to encourage all children to have limitless 
imagination! If we gender expectations early, a path gets 
set into motion that is hard to correct. No one ever told 
me it was weird that I was good at math or couldn’t 
be an engineer, so it never occurred to me not to try 
(the surgeon scientist dream came later). STEM won’t 
be the right fit for all young women, but we have to do 
everything we can to support those girls and young 
women who have passion and talent for STEM.

Stephanie Goff, MD, 
National Cancer Institute, NIH
on Studying T-Cells to Understand 
Metastatic Breast Cancer

under Dr Steven Rosenberg. She completed her 
general surgery residency at Columbia University 
and a surgical oncology fellowship at the combined 
program of Dana-Farber Cancer Institute, Brigham 
and Women’s Hospital, and Massachusetts General 
Hospital. 

During the Cell & Gene Therapy Day portion of 
Immuno-Oncology360°, Dr Goff will present on 
“TILS Targeting Individual Tumor Mutations.” 
For more information, visit www.IO360summit.com

http://www.IO360summit.com

