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s Women Leadership 
in Immuno-Oncology

Could you tell us about the work you 
are leading?

What made you passionate about 
going into the field?

What has surprised you about working 
in immuno-oncology?

What are your thoughts on encouraging 
young women to enter STEM?

Dr Alexandra Snyder joined Merck in April, 2018, as the 
Head of Translational Oncology. Previously, she was the 
Translational Medicine Lead at Adaptive Biotechnologies. 

Dr Snyder received her medical degree and internal 
medicine training at the Mount Sinai School of Medicine 
and Mount Sinai Hospital. She was also a medical 
oncology fellow at Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer 
Center (MSKCC). 

While at MSKCC, Dr Snyder established a translational 
laboratory that specialized in the study of response and 

I am currently the Head of Translational Oncology 
at Merck. My group is involved in internal 
biomarker and translational studies across 
oncology, as well as translational projects with 
external collaborators in academia.

It is hard to describe the privilege in supporting a 
patient and the deep bonds that can develop between 
patients and oncologists. It is truly humbling. No 
matter how much progress we have made, every day 
I remember those patients  who had limited treatment 
options and I’m reminded there is still more to do. I 
decided to dedicate my career to pursing more effective 
ways to help cancer patients.  

Around the corner from every answer lie ten more 
questions. I’m repeatedly humbled by how little 
we understand about tumor immunology, but 
simultaneously encouraged by the work that is being 
done in this space across industry and academia.

Although we are still living out the legacy of a world full of 
explicit and coded bias, things are gradually improving. 
At least now there is an awareness in most circles that 
these challenges must be top of mind, and an acceptance 
that diverse groups do better quality work. For young 
women entering STEM, know that the mid- and senior-
level women are often more than willing to take you under 
their wing and help teach you how to negotiate the unique 
challenges that you will face. Don’t be afraid to approach 
women in- or outside your environment for guidance.

Alexandra Snyder, MD
Merck Research Laboratories
on Her Translational Oncology Work

resistance to checkpoint blockade immunotherapy in 
solid tumors. 

At Immuno-Oncology360°, Dr Snyder will present 
on “TMB and PDL1: The Next Chapter.” She 
will also participate in a panel on “Mechanisms 
and Biomarkers of Resistance in the Era of IO 
Combination Therapy.” 
For more information, visit www.IO360summit.com

http://www.IO360summit.com

