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s Women Leadership 
in Immuno-Oncology

Could you tell us about the work you 
are leading?

What made you passionate about 
going into the field?

What has surprised you about working 
in immuno-oncology?

What are your thoughts on encouraging 
young women to enter STEM?

Manuela Lesch is the Director of Scientific and Medical 
Services at Parexel Informatics. In her role there, Ms 
Lesch has led and managed the imaging component of 
multiple neurology and neuro-oncology clinical trials. 

She has developed numerous imaging charters for these 
studies with various indications and various complexities, 
in Phases I to IV with and without regulatory submission.

At Immuno-Oncology360°, Ms Lesch will participate 
in a talk, “IO Criteria in the Brain” that will discuss 
the immunotherapy response assessment for 

I work in a Clinical Research Organization where we 
support pharmaceutical and biotechnology companies 
with the implementation of medical imaging in their 
clinical trials. Due to some unique characteristics of 
immuno-oncology trials, whenever medical imaging is 
used as a biomarker, it is important to acquire proper 
images, select appropriate Image Assessment Criteria 
from amongst the various criteria that exist, and to 
apply reasonable modifications of the criteria to ensure 
robust, accurate, and meaningful results. 

The application of new imaging technology to visualize 
the efficacy of new medicinal agents is fascinating. 
Medical Imaging has always been an evolving field with 
opportunities to learn and discover new non-invasive 
solutions for the evaluation of disease. Being part of that 
evolution and contributing to making effective and safe 
treatments available to patients in need while ensuring 
treatments that are not effective and/or safe are withheld 
from the market is very rewarding and inspiring.

During the course of the first immuno-oncology clinical 
trials which included imaging as biomarker, it was 
quickly found that the Image Assessment Criteria used 
in conventional oncology trials are not suitable as they 
do not account for the tumor flare effect introduced by 
immuno-oncological drugs. It was positively surprising 
that the first immuno-oncology Imaging Assessment 
Criteria, irRC, were rapidly developed, accepted and 
applied in many subsequent clinical trials.

First and foremost, follow your passion for STEM. Be 
brave enough to speak up and get involved. Do not shy 
away from taking on opportunities even though they may 
appear very challenging. Confidence is a key element 
for success in STEM. Additionally, take every chance to 
network within this field. Attending this conference and 
speaking to researchers, physicians, and subject matter 
experts would be a very good starting point.

Manuela Lesch, 
Parexel Informatics 
on Supporting BioPharma with 
Medical Imaging

neuro-oncology (iRANO) criteria, with case 
studies and examples. 
For more information, visit www.IO360summit.com

http://www.IO360summit.com

