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s Women Leadership 
in Immuno-Oncology

Could you tell us about the work you 
are leading?

What made you passionate about 
going into the field?

What has surprised you about working 
in immuno-oncology?

What are your thoughts on encouraging 
young women to enter STEM?

Dr Annette Schmid is a Senior Scientific Director in 
Quantitative Translational Sciences - Imaging at Takeda 
Pharmaceuticals.Before that, she was the Senior Director 
of Scientific and Medical Services and Head of Oncology 
Strategy at Parexel. She received her PhD in Cellular 
and Developmental Biology at the University of London, 
and started her career at the German State Department, 
overseeing legal issues and fiscal oversight of the 
embassy’s financial dealings.

At Takeda, Dr Schmid’s primary focus is on the support 
of oncology drug discovery and the clinical oncology 

I work as an imaging scientist at Takeda Pharmaceuticals. 
Much of my day-to-day work is around what imaging 
biomarker may be available/ suitable for a particular 
trial/question and how to interpret imaging data in the 
context of clinical drug development. My work also allows 
me to be involved in cross-industry collaborations on 
aspects of imaging in clinical trials: from challenges in the 
implementation to novel approaches and techniques. This 
has been something I find very important and rewarding.

As an imaging scientist I did not regularly meet 
patients earlier in my career. Nevertheless, seeing the 
disease burden on diagnostic images, you know how 
much discomfort, pain and fear these patients must 
experience. If imaging allows us to determine better 
or faster whether a treatment is working for a patient, 
then we can make a critical difference not only in drug 
development but also in patients’ lives.

When I was in college some 30 years ago, I was not 
particularly interested in immunology. However the 
field has changed so much since then and getting 
re-introduced to it in the context of immuno-oncology 
has been eye-opening and fascinating.

I would like to see young women confident in entering, 
staying and advancing in STEM careers: aiming 
high with their goals and ambitions. We all see how 
competent women can be in these careers, how 
diversity-including gender diversity- in employees 
leads to better discussions, stronger organizations and 
ultimately greater success.
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therapeutic area. While at Parexel International, 
she provided leadership on oncology clinical trials, 
ranging from Phase I to Phase IV, including eight FDA 
approvals (two for Breakthrough Therapies) and one 
EMA approval.

At Immuno-Oncology360°, Dr Schmid will 
moderate a panel on “Innovations & Novel 
Approaches in IO Imaging & Assessing  
Responses.” 
For more information, visit www.IO360summit.com

http://www.IO360summit.com

